
LAPA DO SANTO 
The Mortuary Rituals of the First Americans  

 

Skullcap  used as funerary  urn  for  choped  bones  of  the same individuals  (85000 BP) 



Lagoa Santa region (1833 - 2000)  

More than 100 sites 
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The project òOriginsó (2000- 2009)  

Origins and Microevolution of Man in America: a 
paleoanthropological approach (PI: Walter Neves).  

 
São Paulo University and FAPESP  

 

Å Generate a absolut chronology for Lagoa 
Santa (439 -  C14, 53 OSL, U - Series) 

Å Re- evalutation of old sites (geoarchaeology)  

Å Excavations of new sites  

ÅòInternationalizationó 

 



Mortuary Rituals of First Americans  

Hundreds of well preserved Early Holocene 
skeletons (òskeletal Pompeiió).  
 
What we learned concerning the mortuary rituals 
of First Americans?  
 
NOTHING! 
 

 
 



Mortuary Rituals of First Americans  

Å Very simple and straightforward   
üPrimary interments  
üFlexed corpses  
üCovered by limestone slabs (fragmenting bones)  

Burials  from  Lapa do  Santo. Source: LEEH-USP. 

Primitive Hunther-gathrers: άThey go beyond, but not very far beyond, the directly practical 
requirements for getting rid of a rotting ŎƻǊǇǎŜέ (Woodburn, 1982:202) 



 

 

Mortuary Rituals of First Americans  

Lapa do Santo: new archaeological site  
ü Translation: Saint Rockshelter  

Rockshelter formed under ca. 40 m high limestone 
outcrop.  

Excavated from 2001 to 2009 (coordinated by Renato 

Kipnis) .  

 

Map indicating the location of the sites in the Lagoa Santa region 
where human bones were found . Source: LEEH-USP. 

Lapa do Santo aerial view. Source: Ataliba  


