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As a common phonological process in language, metathesis has been described
in several Formosan languages, including Atayal (Li 1977, 1980, Chen 2011), Bunun
(Li 1977, Lin 2008, de Busser 2009), Thao (Blust 2003), Tsou (Tung 1964, Li 1977),
and Seediq (Tsukida 2009, Lee 2010, Lee 2012). Despite being a common
phonological process, metathesis in these languages appears to be less studied or
understood from both typological and theoretical perspectives.

The aim of this paper is thus two-fold: first, metathesis found in Formosan
languages is studied from a typological perspective, based on the typology by Blevins
& Garrett (1998, 2004), in order to determine to what type the process found in a
given language belongs. The cases of metathesis occurred in other languages as
discussed in the literature are compared typologically with those found in Formosan
languages in order to obtain a generalized view. Secondly, based on the observations
above, this paper attempts to investigate whether the process in a given language is
phonologically-driven and/or morphologically-conditioned, and most importantly,
what linguistic factors motivate the process in these languages.

A preliminary observation reveals that four types of metathesis are found in
Formosan languages: perceptual metathesis (Atayal, Seediq), coarticulatory
metathesis (Thao, Atayal), vowel metathesis (Bunun, Tsou), and complementary
metathesis (Tsou). Coarticulatory and perceptual metathesis are phonologically-driven
by phonotactic and syllable constraints. Vowel and complementary metathesis, though
involving hetero-morphemic boundaries, are also motivated by prosodic requirements.

This paper not only provides a typological approach on metathesis in Formosan
languages but also tries to explain the reason why metathesis occurs in certain
contexts in a given language, as well as how these different types of metathesis can fit
into current theoretical frameworks (cf. Hume 1998, 2001, 2004).
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