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What do classifiers do?

* “The function of classifiers is to make count nouns enumerable by individualizing and
classifying them. This is more or less the standard view on classifiers. In fact, there are
many languages such as Modern Standard Chinese and Japanese in which this is their main
function.”

» Are classifiers a part of the construction, or do they add a countability feature to the noun
itself? How could we tell the difference when languages with classifiers have no count
nouns to compare?

* Vaimaja provides an interesting case: it has both non-count nouns which must occur with
classifiers, and basic singular nouns (count nouns) which do not need to bear classifiers.

» Classifiers appear to derive count nouns.
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Inanimates: three root types

Basic singular General number Mass
Take a plural? v — —
Modified by a numeral? v — —
Modified by a STUB? v v —
Modified by distributive quantifier? v v —
Modified by demonstrative? v (V) —



Inanimates: three root types

Basic singular roots

General number roots

Root |Gloss Semantic subgrouping Root |Gloss Semantic subgrouping
peta ‘port’ kome | ‘metal’
dia ‘river’ : ita ‘stone’ :

7 — - Geographical — - — Material
veje swidden jutl fabric
yepa ‘soil’ yuki | ‘wood, tree’
kima | ‘year’ Temporal miji | ‘liana’
ijero ‘mouth’ ki ‘yuca’ :
7 , Plant species
(v)amo | ‘hand’ 0 ‘banana, flower’ P
dikad ‘arm’ : kiilmu | ‘tree (Sp.)’

- - - Anatomical ~ T. ,( P.)
varuu | ‘flank (anatomy) vajo bag
ibiti | ‘anus’ 1 ‘basket’
1108 . ; P — - Manufactured
dipo foot vaa drinking gourd
jope ‘door’ vevo | ‘panflute’
dipi ‘stick’ kape |‘eye’

, ‘ , Other " ‘ . _
tutu tree trunk fieme | ‘tongue Anatomical
vame | ‘name’ ki ‘nose’




Classifiers

Classifiers may occur with any root (18-19)
* About 60 classifiers, of which about 15 repeaters

No distinction between sortal and mensural classifiers

Classifier | Gloss Category
+y0 CLF:PALMTREE

-10 CLF:FRUITBUNCH Organic
-du CLF:CLUMP

-buro CLF:HILL

+ya CLF:WATERWAY Topographic
-tabé CLF:PLACE

+10 CLF:FLAT

-tutu CLF:THICK.CYLINDRICAL | Shape
-da CLF:LONG.FLEXIBLE

-va CLF:CALABASH

-I'é CLF:POT Other
-rimi CLF:DAY

(18) a. BASIC SINGULAR ROOT + CLASSIFIER
dipo-kajero
foot-CLF:SHEET
‘toe nail’

b. MASS ROOT + CLASSIFIER
oko-ri
water-CLF:POT
‘a pot of water’

(19) GENERAL NUMBER ROOT + CLASSIFIER
a. juti+ro
fabric+CLF:FLAT
‘a shirt’

b. yuki+gi
tree+CLF:TREE
‘a tree’



Classifiers allow roots to pass all tests

Basic singular General number Mass
Take a plural? v — —
Modified by a numeral? v — —
Modified by a STUB? v v —
Modified by distributive quantifier? v v —
Modified by demonstrative? v (V) —



Classifiers allow roots to pass all tests

Basic singular General number Mass

+ CLF + CLF
Take a plural? v v v
Modified by a numeral? v v v
Modified by a STUB? v v v
Modified by distributive quantifier? v v v
Modified by demonstrative? v v v



Five tests

* Take a plural?

* Modified by a numeral?

* Modified by a STUB?

* Modified by distributive quantifier?

* Modified by demonstrative?



Five tests

* Take a plural?
P (5) a. BASIC SINGULAR ROOT

joperi
Jopé-+ri
door+PL
‘doors’

b. GENERAL NUMBER ROOTS

2Juti+ri — juti+ro+ri
fabric+pPL fabric+CLF:FLAT+PL
‘clothes’

c. MASS ROOTS
??0Ko+TI — oko-ri+ri
water+pL water-CLF:POT+PL
‘pots of water’

10



Five tests

* Modified by a numeral? (6) a B.A:SIC S,INGL.JLAR ROOTS
pia dra+ri
two river+pL
‘two rivers’

b. GENERAL NUMBER ROOTS
?pia juti — pia juti+ro+ri
two fabric two fabric+CLF:FLAT+PL
‘two pieces of clothing’

Cc. MASS ROOTS
?pia 0ko — pia oko-ri+ri
two water two water-CLF:POT+PL
‘two pots of water’

11



Five tests

Modified by a STUB?

Whatis a STUB?
Stubbornly distributive predicates
(7) a. The boxes are heavy

b. The boxes are large

C. ??the wine was large
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Five tests Whatis a STUB?

Stubbornly distributive predicates
(7) a. The boxes are heavy
b. The boxes are large

Modified by a STUB? C. ??the wine was large

shutterste.ck
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Five tests

. Modified by a STUB?

Whatis a STUB?

STUBs in languages with classifiers: Viethamese

(8)

a. Su’ an tao

Su eat apple

‘Su ate apple/an apple/apples’
.Sy’ an  tao to

Su eat apple big

‘Su ate a big apple/big apples’

(9)

a. Huyen uong
Huyén drink

Stubbornly distributive predicates
(7) a. The boxes are heavy

b. The boxes are large

c. ??the wine was large

mét céc
one CLF

nu'o’c to

water

‘Huyén drank a big glass of water’

b. ?Huyen uong
Huyén drink

1) nu’oc
water

to
big

big



Five tests

Modified by a STUB?

STUBs in Vaimaja
(10) a. BASIC SINGULAR ROOT

pairi #jéro
big ijéro
‘big mouth’

. MASS ROOT

??pairi oko
big water

. GENERAL NUMBER ROOT

pairi juti
big fabric
‘big shirt/big shirts’

15



F|Ve teStS Much / many in English

(11) ENGLISH

a. | drank too much coffee

b. ???1 drank too many coffee
c. ???l ate too much cookies
d. | ate too many cookies

* Modified by distributive quantifier?

Pa4 ‘many’ and pairo ‘much’ in Vaimaja
(12) BASIC SINGULAR ROOT  (13) MASsRoOOT
paw vame a. ??par oko
many Name many  water

‘many names’ _
b. pairo oko

much  water
‘much water’

(14) GENERAL NUMBER ROOT
a. paw kape

many eye
‘many eyes’
b. paw  piii
many leaf

‘many leaves’



Five tests

* Modified by demonstrative?

Demonstratives in Vaimaja

Bare demonstratives with bare noun roots

(15) BASIC SINGULAR ROOT
a. ati dipo
DEM.PROX foot
‘this foot’

b. ati yepd
DEM.PROX earth
‘this earth’

DEM.PROX chicha

b. ate

jinirike

DEM.PROX.MASS chicha
‘this chicha’

ANIMATE INANIMATE

Singular Plural | Singular Non-singular

Feminine Masculine Bare Mass

Proximal atiolatigo ani anija ati-CLF ati até
Distal ik it ija i-CLF i ijé
Anaphoric ko ki kijd ti-CLF ti 166
(16) MASS ROOTS (17) GENERAL NUMBER ROOTS

a. 7ati jinirike ati yuks

DEM.PROX ftree
‘these trees’




Five tests: Comparing nouns across languages

1. 2. 3. 4,

Language | Example noun PL NUM | STUB | QUANT
English water — _ _ _
Mass | Viethamese | nu’oc ‘water’ — _ _ _
Vaimaja oko ‘water’ — _ _ _
English furniture — — + _
Vietnamese | ban ghé “furniture’ _ _ + +
. Vietnamese | tdo ‘apple’ — — + +
Vaimaja juti ‘fabric’ — — + +
Yudja y’a ‘water’ + + +
Count | English box R + + i
dipo ‘foot’ + + + +

Vaima_j a




Five tests: Comparing nouns across languages

Countability Distributivity
1. 2. 3. 4.

Language | Example noun PL NUM | STUB | QUANT
English water — . _ _
Mass | Viethamese | nu’oc ‘water’ — — _ _
Vaimaja oko ‘water’ - _ _ _
English furniture — - + _
Vietnamese | ban ghé “furniture’ - - + +
! Vietnamese | tdo ‘apple’ — — + +
Vaimaja juti ‘fabric’ — - - +
Yudja y'a ‘water’ + + +
Count | English box + + + +
Vaimaja dipo ‘foot’ + + + +




Conclusions

* Cross-linguistically, nouns display gradients of countability and distributitivity
* In many classifier languages, e.g. Viethamese, even the most count-like nouns require classifiers
* Vaimaja:

o basic singular roots never need classifiers

o general number roots do in tests of countability
o mass nouns do in tests of countability and distributivity

Individuation

(20) a. juti
fabric
“ clothing [/ shirts / ashirt ~
[ mass / PL /| sG ]
b. juti+ro

fabric+CLF:FLAT

‘ clething / shits / ashirt

[ mass /| Pk | SG ]
C. juti+ro+ri

fabric+CLF:FLAT+PL

‘ clothing / shirts [/ ashit °

[ mass /| PL | s&

»

|

20



Conclusions

» Classifiers specify the semantics of the noun (juti fabric’ > juti+ro ‘shirt’, cf. juti-kejero ‘sheet’)
» C(Classifiers specify individuality (cf. bare general number roots)

» C(Classifiers specify dimensionally bounded units (licencing STUBs with mass roots)

21
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What about animates?

FEMININE

+ —_

ANIMATE
+ -
SINGULAR SINGULAR
+ - + -
-rd/-na/-a | -ka/-k"a/-ga/-a -e/-he/-je
-to/-ro/-o -0
-0

!l
-ko/-k"o/-go /-0

-ki/-k"i/-gi/-i
-ki/-i

23



What about animates?

Animate: Basic singular

(1)

a. jiki imé Adavi
ji-ki imi  na+vi
one-sc.M man fall+3SG.M.DIR.IMPF
‘One man fell’

b. jiko numio ridavo
Ji-ko numi+o na+vo
one-SG.F  woman+SG.F FALL+3SG.F.DIR.IMPF
‘One woman fell’

C. jiki st fidavi
ji-ki st na+tvi
one-sG.M snail fall+3sG.M.DIR.IMPF
‘One snail fell’

d. numiag riaava
numi+a na+va
woman+pPL.ANIM fall+3PL.ANIM.DIR.IMPF
‘women fell’

Animate: Basic plural

(2)

a. mekd fidava

meka  fia+va
ants fall+3PL.ANIM.DIR.IMPF
‘Ants fell’

~ ~ 7 7

. mekami 7idavi

meka-mi  fia+vi
ants-sc.M fall+3sG.M.DIR.IMPF
‘An ant fell’
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What about animates?

Inanimate

(3)

a. jikagd ftaga Advi
ji-katga ita+tga na+vi
one-INAN+CLF:ROUND stone+CLF:ROUND fall+OTH.DIR.IMPF
‘one stone fell’

b. fdgari ndave

fta+gat+ri fa+vi
stone+CLF:ROUND+PL fall+OTH.DIR.IMPF
‘stones fell’

C. #ta Adavi
ita natvi

stone fall+OTH.DIR.IMPF
‘a stone / stones fell’

d. oko ridavi

oko fa+vi
water fall+OTH.DIR.IMPF
‘water fell’
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Constituency and word-order

Her (201 7) Right-branching approach
/\
D //\
(3) Six Possible Word Orders of [Num, C/M, N] Num //\
a. [Num C/M N] (many languages, e.g., Chinese) san C/M NP
b. [N Num C/M] (many languages e.g., Thai) :
c. Y [C/MNumN] (few languages e.g., Ibibio [Niger-Congo]) three %ﬁ,ﬁxﬁﬂg ; h“k
d. v [NC/MNum] (few languages e.g., Jingpho [ Tibeto-Burman]) ~DOX 00
e. * [C/MN Num] (no languages) _
f * [NumN C/M] (no languages) Left-branching approach
/\
D /\
na N
the Num C/M NP
san ben/xiang  shu

three C/M-box  book
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