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1. Overview and Definition
1.1 Overview of Sinitic Languages
• Sino-Tibetan Language Family

By Alumnum - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=79906792
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1. Overview and Definition
1.1 Overview of Sinitic Languages
• Main  Groups

• By Wyunhe - File:Map of sinitic dialect (Simplified Chinese).svg, CC BY 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15168537
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1.  Overview and Definition
1 .2  Intensifier adjective construction in Sinitic languges

 Definition 

•  Construction: 

Core adjective +  Expressive non-core morpheme.

•  Primary function: 

Intensifying the overall depiction    

IA C

Core          
adjective  

  Expressive 
non-core 

morpheme 
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1. Overview and Definition

1.3 Methodology

 Sources of Intensifier Constructions

• Linguistic Gazetteer of Regional Dialects
• Published Literatures
• Sinitic Languages Data Collection

 Annotation in Linguistic Atlases

 Annotation are based on the cited materials:
• IPA
• Chinese Characters (original characters, homophones)
• ? (untraceable lexical source)                                             ？
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1.  Overview and Definition
1.4 Geographical Distribution
• Widespread in Xiang, Gan, Hakka, 

and Hui dialects along the Yangtze 
River.

• Found in Northeast Mandarin, Jilu 
Mandarin, and Jiaoliao Mandarin, 
with sparse occurrences in Wu, Min, 
and Yue dialects.
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2.  Intensifier Adjective Construction
2 .1 Forms

 Basic Form in Sinitic Languages 

 

Characters 雪 白 绯 红 飞 快

IPA     ɕi4⁵ po4⁵     fi4⁴ xoŋ³⁵ fei4² khuɛ³³

Literal 
translation snow white crimson red fly fast

Free 
translation very white very red very fast

Languages Yiyang 
(Xiang)

Yongxing 
 (Gan)

Qingyang 
(Jianghuai Mandarin)
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2.  Intensifier Adjective Construction
2 .1 Forms

 Variants in sinitic languages 

Characters 嫩 笋 滑 ʃan21ʃan21 焦焦 糊 屙莫烂 脆

Literal 
translation tender bamboo slip ? ？

scorched   
burnt

(of food) 
？ crisp 

Free 
translation very tender very slippery very burnt very crispy

Languages Xinhua 
（Xiang）

Guangzhou
 (Yue)

Suining 
(Xi’nan Mandarin)

Ningbo 
 (Wu)



感谢您下载包图网平台上提供的PPT作品，为了您和包图网以及原创作者的利益，请勿复制、传播、销售，否则将承担法律责任！包图网将对作品进行维权，按照传播下载次数进行十倍的索取赔偿！

ibaotu.com

行业PPT模板http://www.1ppt.com/hangye/

2 . Intensifier Adjective Construction

2.2 Classfication of Non-core morpheme (Synchronic)

 Part of speech 

• Noun/Adjective/Verb/?

• No fixed categorization of Part of speech    (5th-3rd centuries BC)

  Semantic meaning

                                                 Near synonym      绯(crimson)红(red)     乌(dark)黑(dark)

  Traceable lexical source      Metaphor              笔(brush)直(straight)  铁(iron)硬(hard)  

                                                 Onomatopoeic       嘣(beng)脆(crisp）

 Untraceable lexical source   Others                    蛇( ʃio35)酸(sour)    ? (phaŋ34 )烫 (hot) 
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2 . Intensifier Adjective Construction
2.3 Analogy > Schema （Diachronic）

• random co-occurrence of two words

• sporadic usage of this construction

• systematic construction.

(1) 形    容                枯           槁，            面    目   黧         黑。

    shape-appearance withered-emaciated,  face-eyes sallow-black and dark  

  It describes a person who is very gaunt and tired.(The Strategies of Qin from Zhan Guo Ce, 206 BCE – 9 CE)  

 (2)   银环    鬓        边    冒     汗，      脸   色          彤   红。       

     Yínhuán  temple-side emit-sweat,    face-color     red-red .

  Sweat drips from Yínhuáns temples, and her face is very red.  (Wildfire Spring Wind Fights Ancient City, 1958)
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2 . Intensifier Adjective Construction
2.3 Analogy > Schema

  Phonological Features

       Elongation                    fien21 > fie:n21   hong     (Jiangxi   Wucheng: Gan)        

 (33-45)        mi33  > mi45       ɕi13        (Hunan   Yiyang: Xiang)

 Basic Form:                                                                             Based on Jackendoff (2002).

              [[a]Xk [b]Ai]Aj          [SEMi with relation R to SEMk]j

•  X ∈ {N/ V/ A……}

•  b  (Target adjective)    Determining the category of the constrcution (Adj).

•  a  (source element)      providing imagery, states, or other semantic content.

•  R (semantic relation between a and b)      e.g.sensory association or near-synonymy.

 Variants:  [x x Ai]Aj /[…… Ai]Aj
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2 . Intensifier Adjective Construction
2.4 Other Languages

 Constructions        （Based on Hendrikx, I., Van Goethem, K., Meunier, F., & Hiligsmann, P. (2017)

(1) ADV  +    ADJ     ↔    AP             （Syntactic level）

(2) PREF +    ADJ     ↔    ADJ           （Word  level）

(3) N        +   ADJ      ↔    ADJ           （Word  level）

……

• French

très bien    ‘very good’,           tout joli    ‘all pretty’,

archiplein ‘extremely full’,     extra-fort  ‘extra strong’                           Riegel et al. (1994: 620,621)
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2 . Intensifier Adjective Construction
2.4 Other Languages

• Dutch

aartslui ‘lit.arch-lazy; very lazy’                          superchic ‘super fancy‘

overaardig ‘lit. over-nice;extremely nice’,           Geerts et al.(1984: 748/346-347;E-ANS 12.4.2.2.2)  )                                                   

• German

arschkalt   ‘ass-cold’; ‘really cold’              ameisenklein ‘ant-small’; ‘as small as an ant’ 

erzdumm  ‘really stupid’                                                                     James M. Stratton (2020:187)

• Thai

kʰɛŋ²¹⁵tʰɯ:5¹ ‘very hard’                jai²¹bə²¹rə51     ‘very big’

                                                                                             XU Rui-juan, WANG Yi-jin（2018:96）   
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3. Evolution and Motivation
3.1 Three Types of Intensifer Constrcution

 Criteria

• Semantic Meaning：Semantic transparency/Semantic opacity  

• Independent usability：Lexical independence

                                           Constrcution  independence      

• Proudctivity :Productivity of analogy/Productivity of construction

• Lexical traceability :whether it can be traced back to an identifiable lexical source.
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3. Evolution and Motivation
3.1 Three Types of Intensifer Constrcution 

 

Type A Type B Type C

• Complete semantic 
meanings;

• Independent usage;
• Productivity;
• Identifiable original 

characters

• Semantic bleaching
    (non-core adjective)；
• Dependent usage;
• Conventionalized;
• Traceable/Untraceable 

lexical source

• Complete semantic bleaching
    (non-core adjective)；
• Independent usage;
• High productivity;
• Untraceable lexical source

滚 ‘boiling/steaming of water’    
烫 ‘hot water’ 
滚烫 ‘burning hot’
(Wuhu:Jianghuai Mandarin）

笔 ‘brush’    直 ‘straight’ 
笔直 ‘perfectly straight’
劈直、壁直……
 (Yiyang:Xiang)

飞 ‘fly’    脆 ‘crisp’
飞脆 ‘very crisp’ 
飞薄 ‘very thin’……
(Ji Nan:Jilu Mandarin）
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3. Evolution and Motvation
3.2 Evolution process

       

  Pathway of Evolution

                                    Type A   Semantic layering

   Semi-Lexicalization    

                          Type B    Conventionalized 

 Semi-Grammaticalization

                                    Type C   Intensifier marker

 Examples

稀疏 (sparsity scatter -sparse)

稀烂 (sparsity rotten)     稀松 (sparsity loose)      

稀碎 (sparsity broken).  

稀酥 (sparsity cr isp)      

稀嫩 (sparsity tender )……
Note: Phonological changes may occur during the process, 
though the exact timing remains uncertain. 
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3. Evolution and Motvation

3.3 Preliminary Motivation

  Frequency 

  Need of new forms

  Language Contact 

  Principle of Maximum Utilization

• maximizing the use of highly activatable and easily accessible items
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4. Conclusion und Discussion 
 Intensifier adjective construction

Core adjective +  Expressive non-core morpheme            Intensifier function 

              [[a]Xk [b]Ai]Aj          [SEMi with relation R to SEMk]j

 Evolution process of Non-core morpheme

   Type A               Type B                 Type C

  Motivation

•     Frequency 

•     Need of new forms

•     Maximum Utilization

•     Language Contact 
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