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Alaskan Russian (AR)

Variety of Russian that developed in Alaska at the
time of Russian America

Different from any variety of Continental Russian

(CR)

Goal of talk: reconstruct features and history of 19 t
century AR on the basis of modern evidence

Why interesting?

0 The sociocultural and linguistic world of Russian based
contact varieties left little trace compared to English,
Portuguese, etc. ( APICYS)

Main source of evidence: Ninilchik Russian (NR)

NR = variant of AR that has been preserved in the
speech of descendants of the Ninilchik village (Kenai
peninsula)
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Studies of NR

A Conor Daly, 1980s
A Our field work (1997, 2012, 2014)
A Wayne Leman

A Evgeny Golovko
0 also Kodyak
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Ninilchik Russian is a moribund language

A No speakers under 70

A Barely functioning as a means of
communication

A Limited competence in younger speakers
A Code switching and code mixing
A Strong individual variation
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Social history context:
Important dates

1740s o first visits of Russians to Alaska

1799 0 establishment of Russian American Company, a
mixed governmental -entrepreneural formation

1847 d Ninilchik settlement for RAC retirees is
established

1867 o Alaska sold to the US
ca. 1917 d Russian school in Ninilchik is closed down
1920s - start of the American school

1950 o Sterling Highway going through Ninilchik is
built



Beginning of Russian contact
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Ethnic groups Iin Russian America

A Russianso never exceeded 1000

A Native Americans o0 Aleuts, Alutiig and
other Eskimos, Tlingits , Athabaskans...
A0 Cr e odbienguals of mixed origin
(official beginning from 1821)
o Ninilchik : creoles of Russian and Kodiak
Alutiig descent

A Russian as a prestigious language
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Stages of Alaskan and Ninilchik
Russian

Beginning | Mid-18 Late 18t 1840s 1920s WWII
from cent. cent.
Stage / Common Alutiiq - Established | Endangered | Obsolescent
variety AR influenced NR NR NR
variety of
AR
Processes | Aleut - Alutiiq - Russian Russian Dominance
Russian Russian monao English of English,
bilingualism | bilingualism | lingualism bilingualism | gradual
decay of NR

/

\
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oOoArchaeol ogi cal

A In order to claim that phenomenon P
existed at time T we need positive
evidence of that

A Often P could have existed before T,
but If there Is no positive evidence, P
should not be attributed to a time
earlierthan T
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OArchaeol ogi oasitatallap
possible?

A OBoth language contact and language
obsolescence may promote structural changes,
but specific criteria have not yet been
established to distinguish between changes
that can be seen as signs of obsolescence in
process and changes that might occur under
| anguage contact or mult

(Claudine Chamoreauand Isabelle L ® g |. 20%2e
A multi -model approach to contact -induced language change. p.13)

13



Common AR

A Aleut -Russian dictionary by Yakov
Netsvetov (1835-1843)

0 Neutralization of palatalization

Adéierhéol e, burr owd
0 Pribilofislands & r a s @/bmwedar/upt i f ul ©
ONR/r®badf i gathsbka 6short breat ho

0 Locally developed lexical items

At up- b6obagonwood treed

ONR/ 67 $£4 4 ®ghékov(l 938, vol . 2: 48
trunkqo)

Akr §smé&bgtar ed salmwkand, CR
Apr 6i bywhS§iyght ti ded
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Alutiig -influenced variety of AR

A Phonetic change
0w -wad&wat e cf.dCounceller and Leer 2012: 17
A cf. Willage News
A Phonetic variation
o0 /rl: [r~ g dsame variation as in Alutiig loanwords from
Russian cf. Counceller and Leer 2012: 22
A Lexicon
0 mams§yc | aAlsid mmaayad
0 uk %d6' by kmb | Alutbge weydriiug )
0 n' Yamd'p/okr ¢ uAtutiion eudrig)
0 k§/ @whka mb e Alutip ay#abig (
A Case restructuring
0 h/ ' ®bba eafd élema(Upper Kuskokwim Athabaskan)
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Upper Kuskokwim and Koyukon
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Alutilq -Influenced variety of AR

A Restructuring of gender system
0 Loss of neuter

0 Expansion of masculine to original
feminine
Amarsk- yc h § okraay fi s#d (| oca
ocf. kr Sagsabr 6 4sOlrkoa i nd ( Si beri a

AKoyukon belgee so/ 6 a sort<of sal i
AR*me livksboo b 61 ne salto
(cf. CR melkayas o)l o
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Ninilchik Russian

A Doubling of possessive markers

0dsahsgtmps mmoose noseaob
sahsih+a
moose + possessive + Gen

0 NB: generalized form for any number and gender

A Preposition doubling
0 sasws§momwi th you (pl ) o
A Leveling of morphophonemic alternations
owalit 6 s/ he ef.e€CR8SY V& ib, 1Sq v Zhu
A Lexicon
dkazmgybDeDa Kazma)
O NG A o@ mib kbdnilchik poi nt 0
0ntis htkwwomands Dbreast sao
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Late Ninilchik innovations
(sporadic English influence)

A Lexicon

0 English-based innovations
Ag a z a6l Ptnor boat o
Arababstrsubber booft sé
Ab®ybopbhabyg, | ittle
0 Russian-based innovations
Ahal - dormmdeifkr i ger at or ©

ki1 do

Asabg§tkdhog salketand, CR

Ak - shichi »Han §oniel nd
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Language obsolescence:
Massive English influence

A Calques
ozhrof at, o1l 06, 1 ncludi mafftoodnn
0dConorDal yos paper
/| w- nmaamwésonoch {television} kK ar a “l 1 |/
-OHIi s mot her was watching
Agl 6 0Wloed k(o
Ak ar aéél/giuta | do
A Loan words

0 ut a ma-bt{aitorhobile}

A Discourse markers
o0 {you know}
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Modern stage: High degree of
iIndividual variation

A Language attrition in originally fluent
speakers

owitway- nst 8w . st § rdenyb Y4/ed iw
tway- ns t S r.a@ydom .. stsray dam¥i..dom

AMultiple attempts to produce the phrase  w twayom
staramdamu( Locati ve case) 01 n

21



AR and other Russian-based
contact varieties

A Russian Chinese Pidgin (see
Per e x v a?2008 ARagSa

A Mixed language - Copper Island Aleut
(see e.g. Golovko 1997)

|
A Native CIA RCP! AR CR
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