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SHEEP

EARLIEST DATED SHEEP REMAINS (AMS DATES):

LEOPARD CAVE (NAMIBIA): c. 2200 BP, this is consistent with
other excavated material from northern Kalahari, e.g. Toteng c.
2000 BP

SPOEGRIVIER (NAMAQUALAND): 2100 BP
BLOMBOS (SOUTH COAST): 1960-1880 BP
KASTEELBERG (WEST COAST): 1630-1430 BP

Other Cape dates on charcoal:
DIE KELDERS (SOUTH COAST): 2020-1465 BP
KASTEELBERG: 1860-1790 BP.

Some rock paintings of fat-tailed sheep in Western Cape.










‘able 4.11: KBB: fauna.

KBB:fauna

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Arctocephalus pusillus | 443/14 | 1003/23 | 390/7 | 788/14 | 721/15 | 857/17 | 535/8 | B835/8 | 282/5 | 1052/15 | 2663/37 356/5 | 867/11 | 636/13 | 1465/15 | 1228/10

Lepus sp(p) 11/2 4/1 211 11 1/1 11 2/1

Bathyergus suillus 3/1 21 2/1 111 111 31 9/2 21 312 11 11

Hystrix africasaustralis 5/1 2/1 2/ 31 2/1 1/1 31 2/ 711

Canis sp. indet 7M1 57/3 1212 22/2 9/1 13/1 111 54/2 13/2 11 712 11 5/2 5/1 8/1 41

Mellivora capensis 3/1

Genetta sp(p). 6/1 2/1 1M1

Herpestes ichneumon 11 ”n 111

Galerella pulverulenta 13/1 62/3 5/1 17/2 91 23/4 36/5 | 105/5 | 75/5 6/2 9/4 1/1 11 1/1 3N

Atilax paludinosus 11

Felis libyca 31 14/2 6/1 411 2/1 1/1 11 4/2 171

Felis caracal 1/1 11 11

Panthera pardus 1M

Loxodonta africana M

Diceros bicornis 21 1M1 11 211

Taurotragus oryx 211 21/3 41 8/1 11/2 11 2/1 3M 1/1 5/1 11 2/ 5/1

Alcelaphus buselaphus 211 6/1 6/1 15/1 15/1 13/1 2/1 6/1 24/1 6/1 31 171 12/2

Sylvicapra grimmia 121 34/2 6/2 20/2 16/2 1212 4212 | 15/2 1M 1/1 21 13/1 20/3 18/2 8/1

Raphicerus campestris 29/2 2/1 211

Raphicerus sp(p). 55/3 134/3 47/2 | 109/3 45/3 35/2 32/4 | 71/3 | 118/4 40/3 23/2 22/2 | 105/3 | 134/5 149/6 69/3

Ovis aries 10/2 21218 70/3 | 133/4 95/4 116/5 | 192/6 | 394/8 | 903/19 | 332/8 416/12 | 386/8 | 771/14 | 665/14 | 788/14 525/9

Bos taurus 11 21 6/3 11 1M

Bovidae:
small 84/4 136/3 49/2 | 109/3 45/3 35/2 32/4 | 71/3 | 118/4 40/3 23/2 22/2 | 105/3 | 134/5 149/6 69/3
small med. 22/2 249/8 76/3 | 153/4 | 111/4 | 128/5 | 234/7 | 409/8 | 904/19 | 333/8 418/12 | 386/8 | 734/14 | 685/14 | 808/14 533/9
large med. 2/ 6/1 6/1 15/ 15/1 131 2/ 6/1 2411 6/1 31 5/1 48/2 40/2 63/2 37/2
large 71 49/3 16/2 30/2 40/2 1211 21/2 | 28/2 31/2 1211 22/3 10/1 18/2 15/1 151 11/1

Delphinidae 1M

Mirounga leonine 11

Orycteropus afer 11 4/1 11 1M




GOATS

Very few goat remains found: Namaqualand c. 8oo BP

--most come from Later Iron Age occupations, i.e.
after 1000 BP.




CATTLE

Cattle bones found at Toteng, Kalahari c. 2000 BP

Cattle are rare in Western Cape:
BYNESKRANSKOP (South Coast): 2100 BP
KNERSVLAKTE (inland W. Cape): c. 1700 BP

Large bovids at KASTEELBERG A: 1860 BP,
and KBB c. 1300 BP (increase after 1000 BP)

No cattle paintings in Western Cape

Most cattle bones in southern Africa associated with
Later Iron Age sites, i.e. after 1000 BP.
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CATTLE DRAWN OVER ELAND




DOGS

= |n spite of a very detailed study of canids in
archaeological contexts by Mitchell (2014),
the evidence for domestic dogs (as opposed
to jackals) is difficult to prove. Mitchell’s

conclusion is that dogs probably came to
Southern Africa with herders in the 1t
millenium AD, but more attention needs to
be made of faunal collections from known
herder sites.




