
1  Güldemann, Fehn, Naumann (HU Berlin & MPI-EVA Leipzig) 

Precolonial domesticates in southern Africa 

‘Domestic dog’ 

Proto-Bantu *m-bua 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

om-bɔ-na R101 Kuvale/Curoca, Bibala Fehn f.n., Jordan f.n.

om-bwa R13 Nyaneka da Silva 1966: 91

otʃim-bwa R13 Nyaneka/Humbe Jordan f.n.

otʃim-ba R13 Nyaneka/Cilenge Jordan f.n.

o:m-bwa R13 ?Nyaneka/Kwandu Jordan f.n. 

om-bua R21 Kwanyama Tobias & Turvey 1988: 49

im-bwa S10 Shona/Manyika, Zezuru Hannan 1987: 802 

in-gwa S10 Shona/Korekore Hannan 1987: 802

m-bwa S10 Shona/Karanga Hannan 1987: 802

n-tšwa S31 Tswana Snyman et al. 1990: 249 

m-pša S32 Northern Sotho Kriel 1991: 56

in-ja S42 Zulu Doke et al. 1990: 134 

m-bua S61 Chopi Santos 1949: 37

Proto-Khoe-Kwadi *ʔari(gu) > *ʔa(r)u(gu) > *ha(r)u(gu) 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

ʔau Kwadi Westphal f.n.: 14, Fehn f.n.

éri-ku/éru-ku Khwe/Caprivi Brenzinger f.n., Kilian-Hatz 2003: 264

ʔirì-kù/ʔeri-ku Khwe/ǁAni Fehn & McGregor f.n.

ʔéri-ku Khwe/Buga Fehn & McGregor f.n.

??? ʔau-gu Khwe/Buga Fehn f.n. 

ʔáļī-kù Ts’ixa Traill f.n. 

hádú-gù Gǁana/Gǀui Vossen 1997: 453

hà ̰ṵ́-gù Naro Vossen 1997: 453

aru-gu Naro/ǁaikwe Bleek 1956: 11 (quot. Schinz)

hàd̰ú-gù Naro/ǂHaba Vossen 1997: 453

*ʔari Proto-Khoekhoe Vossen 1997: 453

ȁrí Khoekhoe/Nama-Damara Haacke & Eiseb 2002: 502
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Proto-Kalahari Khoe *ʔaba (Vossen 1997) 

Form Language/Dialect Source

ʔápa ̍ Khwe/Caprivi Vossen 1997: 453, Kilian-Hatz 2003: 264 

ʔápà Khwe/Buga Vossen 1997: 453, Fehn & McGregor f.n. 

ʔábá Ts’ixa Vossen 1997: 453, Fehn f.n., Westphal f.n. 

ʔábá Shua/Danisi Vossen 1997: 453

ʔábà Shua/Nata Traill f.n., Fehn & McGregor f.n. 

ʔábà Shua/Cara Vossen 1997: 453

ʔábà Tshwa/Tsua Vossen 1997: 453

ábáà Tshwa/Ganadi Westphal f.n.

aba Tshwa/Hietshware Bleek 1956: 5 (quot. Dornan)

ʔábàá ?/Lephephe Kua Traill f.n.

ʔâ:pà ?/Mosolotsana Kua Traill f.n.

aba ?/Mohissa (east of Ngami) Bleek 1956: 5 (quot. Passarge)

ʔábà Gǁana Vossen 1997: 453

Proto-Ju *gǂhui 

Form Language/Dialect Source

gǂhúín Ju/Juǀ’hoan Dickens 1994: 68

_ŋǂ’hwi Ju/NII Bleek 1956: 151 (quot. Doke)

g!!hōē Ju/NW-!Xun Heine & König 2008: 125

Proto-Taa *ǂhaM 

Form Language/Dialect Source

ǂkhi Taa Nǀuǁ’en (SVI) Bleek 1956: 661

ǂqhài Taa East ǃXoon Traill (1994: 223)

ǂxai Taa Kakia (SV) Bleek 1956: 678

Proto-!Ui *ǂ(k)huni 

Form Language/Dialect Source

ǂ(h)un(i) Nǁng (SII(a)) Sands et al., Bleek (1956: 677)

ǂhuni Danster ǂUngkue (SIIb) Meinhof (1928/9: 183)

tlhwiŋ ǁXegwi (SIII) Honken (ms.)

ǃwiŋ, ǃinji !Gã !ne (SIIe) Anders (1934/5: 86), Bleek (1956: 400, 495) 

!kó̥iṅ Aliwal North Lloyd (A2.1.123: 10.298)

!khwiŋ/!kuiŋ ǀXam (SI) Bleek 1956: 433 (quot. Lloyd)

!khun ǀXam Nǀusan (SVIa) Güldemann (2006: 23)



3  Güldemann, Fehn, Naumann (HU Berlin & MPI-EVA Leipzig) 

‘Sheep’ 

Bantu < Khoe-Kwadi *gu 

Form Language/Dialect Source

on-dywi R101 Kuvale/Virei, Curoca Fehn f.n.

on̪-d̪wi R101 Kuvale/Bibala Jordan f.n.

on-gi R13 Nyaneka da Silva 1966: 398

ɔ:ŋ-gi R13 Nyaneka/Humbe, Cilenge Jordan f.n.

ɔ-̃d̪i R13 ?Nyaneka/Kwandu Jordan f.n.

o-di R21 Kwanyama Tobias & Turvey 1988: 161

on̪-d ̪u R311 Himba/Cambeno Fehn f.n.

on̪-d ̪u R311 Twa/Onkokwa Fehn f.n.

gwai S10 Shona/Karanga Hannan 1987: 891

hwai S10 Shona/Korekore, Manyika, Zezuru Hannan 1987: 891

n-kú S31 Tswana Snyman at al. 1990: 326

n-ku S32 Northern Sotho Kriel 1991: 156

im-vu S42 Zulu Doke et al. 1990: 435

m-vuta S61 Chopi Santos 1949: 87

Proto-Khoe-Kwadi *gu (Güldemann and Elderkin 2010) 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

gú.dì (m.) Kwadi Westphal f.n.: 14 

*gu Proto-Khoe Vossen 1997: 483

gǔ Khwe/Caprivi Vossen 1997: 483 (quot. Köhler)

gû Khwe/ǁAni Vossen 1997: 483

gù Khwe/Buga Vossen 1997: 483

guu Ts’ixa Fehn f.n. 

gû Shua/Danisi Vossen 1997: 483

gú Shua/Nata Traill f.n. 

gù Shua/Cara Vossen 1997: 483

gù Shua/ǀXaise Vossen 1997: 483

gù Shua/Deti Vossen 1997: 483

džùú Tshwa/Tyire Traill f.n.

dʒùú Tshwa/Ganadi Westphal f.n. 

dʒu Tshwa/Hietshware Bleek 1956: 34 (quot. Dornan)

gǔ Gǁana/Gǀui Vossen 1997: 483

gǔ Naro Vossen 1997: 483

gȕú Khoekhoe/Nama-Damara Haacke & Eiseb 2002: 667
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Kx’a < Khoe-Kwadi *gu 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

kūū ǂ’Amkoe/N!aqriaxe Berthold & Gerlach f.n.

gu Ju/NI Bleek 1956: 50 

gùú Ju/Juǀ’hoan Dickens 1994: 146

gu Ju/NII Bleek 1956: 50 (quot. Passarge) 

gȕhù Ju/NW-!Xun Heine & König 2008: 164

gu Ju/NIII (!O !Xun, Angola) Bleek 1956: 50

guu Ju/Mupa Fehn f.n.

East Taa < Khoe-Kwadi *gu 

Form Language/Dialect Source

kūu Taa East ǃXoon Traill (1994: 270)

ku: Taa Kakia (SV) Bleek 1956: 103

Proto-Tuu *(n)ǂarM 

Form Language/Dialect Source

nǂàhrè, nǂàhǹn Taa West ǃXoon f.n.

(g)ǂaru Nǁng (SII(a)) Sands et al., Bleek (1956: 645, 646) 

ǂaḷu, ǀaḷu Danster ǂUngkue (SIIb) Meinhof (1928/9: 187)

ǂgolu.ka Boshof Maingard (1936: 2)

!gaúru Aliwal North Lloyd (A2.1.123: 10.300)

ǁgauru ǀXam (SI) Bleek 1956: 529 (quot. W. Bleek) 

 



5  Güldemann, Fehn, Naumann (HU Berlin & MPI-EVA Leipzig) 

‘Goat’ 

Proto-Bantu *budi 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

m-budzi S10 Shona (all dialects) Hannan 1987: 823

pódi S31 Tswana Snyman et al. 1990: 266

pudi S32 Northern Sotho Kriel 1991: 79 

im-buzi S42 Zulu Doke et al. 1990: 199

Proto-Bantu R *N-khombo 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

oŋ-khɔmbo R101 Kuvale/Curoca, Bibala Fehn f.n.

on-khombo R13 Nyaneka da Silva 1966: 83

otʃi-kɔmbo R13 Nyaneka/Humbe Jordan f.n.

otʃi-hɔmbo R13 Nyaneka/Cilenge, Kwandu Jordan f.n.

osi-kombo R21 Kwanyama Tobias & Turvey 1988: 79

oshi-kombo R22 Ndonga ??? 

on-gombo R30 Herero ??? 

Kalahari Khoe < Tswana pódi 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

púdí Ts’ixa Fehn f.n.; Traill f.n.

púrí~pírí Shua/Nata Traill f.n.

púri  Shua/Deti Traill f.n.

púrí Tshwa/Tyire Traill f.n.

púdí Tshwa/Sepako Tyire Traill f.n.

pɪɾɪ Tshwa/Kedia Hill Traill f.n.

púļíì Tshwa/Ganadi Westphal f.n.

pidi, pudi Tshwa/Hietshware Bleek 1956: 158/9 (quot. Dornan)

buli ?/Sehura (south-east of Ngami) Bleek 1956: 18 (quot. Passarge)

puli ?/Mohissa (east of Ngami) Bleek 1956: 159 (quot. Passarge)

íri~pídi: ?/Kua Traill f.n.

pídí: ?/Lephephe Kua Traill f.n.

pɪɾɪ ?/Mosolotsane Kua Traill f.n.

pírí, púrí Gǁana/Gǀui Nakagawa: 149, Traill f.n.

piri, puli Naro Visser 2001: 158, Bleek 1956: 159

pìri ̋ Khoekhoe/Nama-Damara Haacke & Eiseb 2002: 540
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Kwadi < SW-Bantu *N-khombo 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

khɔb́ò Kwadi Westphal f.n.: 14

Khwe group < Yeyi impèné 

Form Language/Dialect Source

mínî ?/SK Traill f.n.

míní Khwe/Caprivi Kilian-Hatz 2003: 282

mé:né~mɪńɪ ́ Khwe/ǁAni Traill f.n.

míní Ts’ixa Fehn f.n.

Kx’a < Tswana pódi 

Form Language/Dialect Source

púrí ǂ’Amkoe/N!aqriaxe Berthold & Gerlach f.n. 

párí Ju/Juǀ’hoan Dickens 1994: 87

biri, puli Ju/NI Bleek 1956: 16, Bleek 1956: 159 

berri, bɛrri, puli Ju/NII Bleek 1956: 16 (quot. Lloyd), Bleek 1956: 159 

Ju < SW-Bantu *N-khombo 

Form Language/Dialect Source

gkhúmbō, khúbō Ju/NW-!Xun Heine & König 2008: 134

Tuu < various Bantu *budi 

Form Language/Dialect Source

mari Taa Nǀuǁ’en (SVI) Bleek 1956: 135

páli Taa East ǃXoon Traill (1994: 233)

pari Taa Kakia (SV) Bleek 1956: 157

puli Lower Nossob ǀHaasi (SIVb) Bleek 1956: 159 (quot. Story) 

piri, miri, mari Nǁng (SII(a)) Sands et al., Bleek (1956: 16, 140) 

pürri Danster ǁKā Bleek (A3.6: 111)

puri ǁXegwi (SIII) Honken (ms.)

bri = /biri/ ǀXam (SIa) Oudtshoorn Anderson (E5.1.6)

pɛri, piri ǀXam (SI) Bleek 1956: 157, Bleek 1956: 158 (quot. Lichten.) 

 



7  Güldemann, Fehn, Naumann (HU Berlin & MPI-EVA Leipzig) 

‘Cattle’ 

Proto-Bantu *gombe 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

oŋ-gɔmbe R101 Kuvale/Curoca, Bibala Fehn f.n. 

on-gombe R13 Nyaneka da Silva 1966: 598

oŋ-gɔmbɛ R13 Nyaneka/Humbe, Cilenge Jordan f.n.

oŋ-gɔpɛ R13 ?Nyaneka/Kwandu Jordan f.n.

on-gobe R21 Kwanyama Tobias & Turvey 1988: 22

oŋ-gɔmbe R311 Himba/Cambeno Fehn f.n. 

oŋ-gɔmbe R311 Twa Fehn f.n. 

n-’ombe S10 Shona (all dialects) Hannan 1987: 781

n-ghombe S61 Chopi Santos 1949: 113

Southeastern Bantu *khomo 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

kgômó S31 Tswana Snyman et al. 1990: 220

kgomo S32 Northern Sotho Kriel 1991: 29 

izin-komo S42 Zulu Doke et al. 1990: 66

homu S61 Chopi Santos 1949: 113 

Khoekhoe *goma < Bantu *-gombe (via *gome) 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

gȍmà Khoekhoe/Nama-Damara Haacke & Eiseb 2002: 464

Kalahari Khoe East *gube > *dzu~ɟubee > bee < Bantu *-gombe 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

(ɟu)béè Shua/Danisi Fehn & McGregor f.n.

bé Shua/Cara Vossen 1997: 478

bè Shua/ǀXaise Vossen 1997: 478

béè Shua/Deti Traill f.n., Fehn & McGregor f.n.

džúbê Tshwa/Ganadi Traill f.n. 

(dzù)bé Tshwa/Tsua Vossen 1997: 478 

(dzu)bee Tshwa/Kedia Hill Traill f.n. 

gubéè ?/Lephephe Kua Traill f.n. 

dzube~bèê ?/Metsemonate Kua Traill f.n. 

góbe Gǁana/Molapo dialect Nakagawa: 161
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Kalahari Khoe West+Kwadi *goe < Bantu *-gombe (via *gobe) 

Form Language/Dialect Source 

goe-le (m.) Kwadi Fehn f.n.

góɛ ́ Khwe/Caprivi Kilian-Hatz 2003: 258 

góɛ ̀ Khwe/ǁAni Vossen 1997: 478; Fehn & McGregor f.n. 

góè Ts’ixa Fehn f.n.

góè Shua/Danisi~Ts’ixa Vossen 1997: 478

gúè Gǁana/Gǀui Vossen 1997: 478, Traill f.n.

góè Naro Vossen 1997: 478

Kx’a < Bantu *-gombe 

Form Language/Dialect Source

gūmè ǂ’Amkoe/N!aqriaxe Berthold & Gerlach f.n.

gum(i), gume Ju/NI Bleek 1956: 51 (quot. Passarge)

gúmí Ju/Juǀ’hoan Dickens 1994: 52

gùmì Ju/NW-!Xun Heine & König 2008: 117

gumi Ju/Mupa Fehn f.n.

Taa-Lower Nossob+Nǁng < Bantu *gombe 

Form Language/Dialect Source

gùmi Taa East ǃXoon Traill (1994: 215)

gum(i), gume Taa Kakia (SV) Bleek (1956: 51)

gum(i), gume Lower Nossob ǀ’Auni (SIV) Bleek (1956: 51)

gum(i), gume Nǁng (SII(a)) Sands et al.; Bleek (1956: 51)

?Danster+East ǃUi *!xoa 

Form Language/Dialect Source

(h)ua Danster ǂUngkue (SIIb) Meinhof (1928/9: 167, 183) 

ǃkoa Boshof Maingard (1936: 2)

!xhwa, !kxwa, ǃhoa ǁXegwi (SIII) Honken (ms.)

ǁhóa, ǁówa !Gã !ne (SIIe) Anders (1934/5: 88)

ǁhá ̦ Aliwal North Lloyd (A2.1.123: 10.297v.) 

ǀXam *xoro 

Form Language/Dialect Source

k’’ro = /kxoro/ ǀXam (SIa) Oudtshoorn Anderson (E5.1.6)

xoro ǀXam (SI) Bleek 1956: 260 (quot. Bleek, Lloyd) 

xoro ǀXam Nǀusan (SVIa) Güldemann (2006: 23)


