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DitransitiveDitransitive as construction with argument positionsas construction with argument positions
realizing agent, theme and recipient rolesrealizing agent, theme and recipient roles
Construe recipient broadly to include theme destination inConstrue recipient broadly to include theme destination in
permanent and temporary possession change andpermanent and temporary possession change and
unidirectional and bidirectional information exchangeunidirectional and bidirectional information exchange
Examples from Emai, member of Nigeria’sExamples from Emai, member of Nigeria’s EdoidEdoid groupgroup
withinwithin BenueBenue--Congo branch of NigerCongo branch of Niger--CongoCongo
Emai spoken north of Benin City,Emai spoken north of Benin City, EdoidEdoid center of powerfulcenter of powerful
Benin Kingdom of preBenin Kingdom of pre--colonial Africa, known for bronzecolonial Africa, known for bronze
casting and ivory carvingcasting and ivory carving
Emai is strict SVO, grammatical and lexical tone,Emai is strict SVO, grammatical and lexical tone,
postverbalpostverbal particles and verbs in seriesparticles and verbs in series
No generic or light verbs: ‘give,’ ‘take,’ ‘bring,’ and ‘put’No generic or light verbs: ‘give,’ ‘take,’ ‘bring,’ and ‘put’







Table 1. Recipient marking by verb type.Table 1. Recipient marking by verb type.
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Table 2. Recipient with manner of motion verbs.Table 2. Recipient with manner of motion verbs.
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lili andand yeye exhibit contrasting assumptions about recipientexhibit contrasting assumptions about recipient
1a.1a. óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò nwúnwú émàémà lílí óólìlì òònwìmènwìmè..

the womanthe woman take.holdtake.hold yam APP the farmeryam APP the farmer
‘The woman gave yam to the farmer.’‘The woman gave yam to the farmer.’
‘The woman took hold of yam, giving it to the farmer.’‘The woman took hold of yam, giving it to the farmer.’

b.b. óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò nwúnwú émàémà yéyé óólìlì òònwìmènwìmè..
the womanthe woman take.holdtake.hold yamyam move.tomove.to the farmerthe farmer
‘The woman took yam to the farmer.’‘The woman took yam to the farmer.’
‘The woman took hold of yam, taking it to the farmer.’‘The woman took hold of yam, taking it to the farmer.’

c.c. óólìlì òònwìmènwìmè ríìríì vbívbí àànààn..
the farmer be LOCthe farmer be LOC here.areahere.area
‘The farmer is here in the area.’‘The farmer is here in the area.’ lili assumesassumes

d.d. óólìlì òònwìmènwìmè íí ìì èè vbívbí àànààn..
the farmer SC NEG be LOCthe farmer SC NEG be LOC here.areahere.area
‘the farmer is not here in the area.’‘the farmer is not here in the area.’ yeye assumesassumes



Other manner of motion takeOther manner of motion take lili andand yeye, manipulate object, manipulate object
2a.2a. óóllìì òkpòsòòkpòsò zzéé èèkkèènn llíí óóllìì òònwnwììmmèè..

the woman scoop sand APP the farmerthe woman scoop sand APP the farmer
‘‘The woman gave sand to the farmer.The woman gave sand to the farmer.’’

‘‘The woman scooped sand, giving it to the farmer.The woman scooped sand, giving it to the farmer.’’
b.b. óóllìì òkpòsòòkpòsò zzéé èèkkèènn yyéé óóllìì òònwnwììmmèè..

the woman scoop sandthe woman scoop sand move.tomove.to the farmerthe farmer
‘‘The woman scooped sand, taking it to farmer.The woman scooped sand, taking it to farmer.
‘‘The woman took sand to the farmer.The woman took sand to the farmer.’’

c.c. òjòjèè vvúúnn ììbbòòbbòòddíí llíí òhòhíí..
OjeOje uproot cassava APPuproot cassava APP OhiOhi

‘‘OjeOje gave cassava togave cassava to OhiOhi..
d.d. òjòjèè vvúúnn ììbbòòbbòòddíí yyéé òhòhíí..

OjeOje uproot cassavauproot cassava move.tomove.to OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje uprooted cassava, taking it touprooted cassava, taking it to OhiOhi..’’
‘‘OjeOje took cassava totook cassava to OhiOhi..’’



Manner of motion are transitive,Manner of motion are transitive,
detransitivedetransitive pluractionalpluractional DO referent for someDO referent for some

3a3a òjèòjè nwúnwú émàémà..
OjeOje take.holdtake.hold yamyam
‘‘OjeOje carried a yam.’carried a yam.’

b.b. òjèòjè zzéé èèkkèènn..
OjeOje scoop sandscoop sand

‘‘OjeOje scooped sand.’scooped sand.’
c.c. òjèòjè zzéé vbívbí óóllìì èèkkèènn..

OjeOje scoop LOC the sandscoop LOC the sand
‘‘OjeOje scooped from the sand.’scooped from the sand.’

dd ** òjèòjè nwúnwú vbívbí élíélí émàémà..
OjeOje take.holdtake.hold LOC the yamLOC the yam
‘‘OjeOje carried from the yams.’carried from the yams.’



lili also marks semantic rolesalso marks semantic roles benefactivebenefactive and aversiveand aversive
4a.4a. óólílí óóvbèkhànvbèkhàn fífí àgbòàgbò lílí óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò..

the youth blow flute APP the womanthe youth blow flute APP the woman
‘The youth blew a flute for the woman.’‘The youth blew a flute for the woman.’

b.b. élíélí ívbèkhànívbèkhàn òò óó gbègbè àbàbóó lìlì òjèòjè..
the youths SC C hit hands APPthe youths SC C hit hands APP OjeOje
‘The youths are clapping their hands for‘The youths are clapping their hands for OjeOje.’.’

c.c. òjèòjè nwùnwù óólìlì èèkpàkpà láhèèláhèè lílí àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje take.holdtake.hold the bag hide APPthe bag hide APP AlekeAleke

‘‘OjeOje hid the bag fromhid the bag from AlekeAleke.’.’
d.d. òjèòjè láhèèláhèè lílí àlèkèàlèkè..

OjeOje hide APPhide APP AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje hid fromhid from AlekeAleke.’.’



lili in class ofin class of postverbalpostverbal particles, coparticles, co--occur withoccur with benefactivebenefactive lili
5a.5a. óólílí óóvbekhanvbekhan gbégbé óólílí ákheákhe áá..

the youth break the pot CSthe youth break the pot CS
‘The youth broke the pot.’‘The youth broke the pot.’

b.b. óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò kúkú évbììévbìì óó vbívbí émàèémàè..
the woman pourthe woman pour palm.oilpalm.oil CL LOC foodCL LOC food
‘The woman poured palm oil onto the food.’‘The woman poured palm oil onto the food.’

c.c. àlèkèàlèkè òò óó fòòfòò òòlílí ómíómí áá lìlì òòlílí óómmòò..
AlekeAleke SC C cool the soup CS APP the childSC C cool the soup CS APP the child
‘‘AlekeAleke is cooling down the soup for the child.’is cooling down the soup for the child.’

d.d. òjèòjè rréé óbóbòò óó vbívbí ébèébè lílí àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje put finger CL LOC paper APPput finger CL LOC paper APP AlekeAleke

‘‘OjeOje signed / put his mark on the paper forsigned / put his mark on the paper for AlekeAleke.’.’



AllativeAllative yeye from directional motion verb, place noun DOfrom directional motion verb, place noun DO
6a.6a. óólílí óómmòòhèhè yéyé áfúzéáfúzé'.'.

the manthe man move.towardmove.toward AfuzeAfuze
‘The man has moved toward‘The man has moved toward AfuzeAfuze.’.’

b.b. óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò yéyé èvbèvbòò..
the womanthe woman move.towardmove.toward therethere
‘The woman has moved toward there.’‘The woman has moved toward there.’

c.c. ** óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò yéyé óóìì..
the womanthe woman move.towardmove.toward itit
‘The woman move toward it.’‘The woman move toward it.’

d.d. ** óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò yéyé óólílí óóvbékhánvbékhán..
the womanthe woman move.towardmove.toward the youththe youth
‘The woman move toward the youth.’‘The woman move toward the youth.’



Table 3. Residual Manner of Motion Verbs.Table 3. Residual Manner of Motion Verbs.
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rree to manipulate mass, no transitive,to manipulate mass, no transitive, detransitivedetransitive withwith lili
7a.7a. òjèòjè rréé ìkhùnmììkhùnmì lílí òhíòhí..

OjeOje take medicine APPtake medicine APP OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje gave medicine togave medicine to OhiOhi.’.’

b.b. òjèòjè rréé ìkhùnmììkhùnmì yéyé òhíòhí..
OjeOje take medicinetake medicine move.tomove.to OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje took medicine totook medicine to OhiOhi.’.’

c.c. ** òjèòjè rréé ìkhùnmììkhùnmì..
OjeOje take medicinetake medicine
‘‘OjeOje took medicine.’took medicine.’

d.d. òjèòjè rréé vbívbí ìkhùnmììkhùnmì lílí òhíòhí..
OjeOje take LOC medicine APPtake LOC medicine APP OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje gave from the medicine togave from the medicine to OhiOhi.’.’



VerbVerb rree requires following change verb or changerequires following change verb or change postverbalpostverbal
particleparticle

8a.8a. óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò rréé òòggèèddèè chíchíéénn ísìísì òòíí..
the woman take banana become ASS herthe woman take banana become ASS her
‘The woman made the banana hers.’‘The woman made the banana hers.’

b.b. òjèòjè rréé ìkhùnmììkhùnmì óó vbìvbì èkòèkò..
OjeOje take medicine CL LOCtake medicine CL LOC maize.mealmaize.meal

‘‘OjeOje put charms into the maize meal.’put charms into the maize meal.’
‘‘OjeOje put medicine into the maize ball.’put medicine into the maize ball.’



Sense present takesSense present takes lili andand yeye, transitive, no, transitive, no detransitivedetransitive
9a.9a. òjèòjè kúéékúéé òkpànòkpàn lílí íréíré'.'.

OjeOje present gourd APP visitorspresent gourd APP visitors
‘‘OjeOje presented a gourd to visitors.’presented a gourd to visitors.’

b.b. òjèòjè kúéékúéé òkpànòkpàn yéyé íréíré'.'.
OjeOje present gourdpresent gourd move.tomove.to visitorsvisitors
‘‘OjeOje presented a gourd to the visitors.’presented a gourd to the visitors.’

c.c. òjèòjè kúéékúéé òkpànòkpàn..
OjeOje present gourdpresent gourd

‘‘OjeOje presented a gourd.’presented a gourd.’
d. *d. * òjèòjè kúéékúéé vbívbí élìélì òkpànòkpàn..

OjeOje present LOC the gourdspresent LOC the gourds
‘‘OjeOje presented from the gourds.’presented from the gourds.’



Sense betrothal,Sense betrothal, lili notnot yeye, no transitive but intransitive, no transitive but intransitive
10a.10a. élíélí édíédíòònn kúéékúéé óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò lílí òhíòhí..

the elders present the woman APPthe elders present the woman APP OhiOhi
‘The elders betrothed the woman to‘The elders betrothed the woman to OhiOhi.’.’

b.*b.* élíélí édíédíòònn kúéékúéé óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò yéyé òhíòhí..
the elders present the womanthe elders present the woman move.tomove.to OhiOhi
‘The elders betrothed the woman to‘The elders betrothed the woman to OhiOhi.’.’

c.c. àà kúéékúéé óólìlì òkpòsòòkpòsò lílí òhíòhí..
one present the woman APPone present the woman APP OhiOhi
‘The woman was betrothed to‘The woman was betrothed to OhiOhi.’.’

d.d. àà kúéékúéé lílí òjèòjè..
one present APPone present APP OjeOje

‘‘OjeOje got betrothed.’got betrothed.’



Table 4. Ballistic motion verbs.Table 4. Ballistic motion verbs.
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Ballistic motion takesBallistic motion takes yeye, not, not lili, also change of location,, also change of location,
transitive, but notransitive, but no detransitivedetransitive

11a.11a. òjèòjè fífí úkpórànúkpóràn yéyé àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje throw stickthrow stick move.tomove.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje threw a stick tothrew a stick to AlekeAleke.’.’

b.b. ** òjèòjè fífí úkpórànúkpóràn lílí àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje throw stick APPthrow stick APP AlekeAleke

‘‘OjeOje threw a stick tothrew a stick to AlekeAleke.’.’
c.c. òjèòjè fífí úkpórànúkpóràn yéyé éékkééínín ògòògò..

OjeOje throw stickthrow stick move.tomove.to inside bushinside bush
‘‘OjeOje threw a stick inside the bush.’threw a stick inside the bush.’

d.d. òjèòjè fífí úkpórànúkpóràn..
OjeOje throw stickthrow stick
‘‘OjeOje threw a stick.’threw a stick.’



Table 5. Commercial transaction verbs.Table 5. Commercial transaction verbs.
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Buy takesBuy takes lili andand yeye, sell takes, sell takes lili but notbut not yeye
12a.12a. àlèkèàlèkè ddéé émàémà lílí óólìlì òònwìmènwìmè..

AlekeAleke buy yam APP the farmerbuy yam APP the farmer
‘‘AlekeAleke bought yam for the farmer.’bought yam for the farmer.’

b.b. àlèkèàlèkè ddéé émàémà yéyé óólìlì òònwìmènwìmè..
AlekeAleke buy yambuy yam move.tomove.to the farmerthe farmer
‘‘AlekeAleke bought yam for the farmer.’bought yam for the farmer.’

c.c. àlèkèàlèkè shshéénn émàémà lílí óólìlì òònwìmènwìmè..
AlekeAleke sell yam APP the farmersell yam APP the farmer
‘‘AlekeAleke sold yam to the farmer.’sold yam to the farmer.’

d. *d. * àlèkèàlèkè shshéénn émàémà yéyé óólìlì òònwìmènwìmè..
AlekeAleke sell yamsell yam move.tomove.to the farmerthe farmer
‘‘AlekeAleke sold yam to the farmer.’sold yam to the farmer.’



Sell not buy in location changeSell not buy in location change yeye, buy and sell in, buy and sell in detransitivedetransitive,,
buy not sell in source constructionbuy not sell in source construction

13a. *13a. * òjèòjè ddéé émàémà yéyé áfúzéáfúzé'.'.
OjeOje buy yambuy yam move.tomove.to AfuzeAfuze
‘‘OjeOje bought yam tobought yam to AfuzeAfuze.’.’

b.b. òjèòjè shshéénn émàémà yéyé áfúzéáfúzé'.'.
OjeOje sell yamsell yam move.tomove.to AfuzeAfuze
‘‘OjeOje sold yam tosold yam to AfuzeAfuze.’.’

c.c. òjèòjè ddéé vbívbí éélílí ííkpùnkpùn..
OjeOje buy LOC the clothsbuy LOC the cloths

‘‘OjeOje bought from the cloth pieces.’bought from the cloth pieces.’
d.d. òjèòjè ddéé émáémá vbívbí óbóbóó ísìísì àlèkèàlèkè..

OjeOje buy yam LOC hand ASSbuy yam LOC hand ASS AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje bought yam frombought yam from AlekeAleke.’.’



Pay takesPay takes lili notnot yeye, transitive and, transitive and detransitivedetransitive
14a.14a. àlèkèàlèkè háéháé ìnáíràìnáírà èváèvá lílí óólílí óómmóóhèhè..

AlekeAleke pay naira two APP the manpay naira two APP the man
‘‘AlekeAleke paid two naira to the man.’paid two naira to the man.’

b.b. ** àlèkèàlèkè háéháé ìnáíràìnáírà èváèvá yéyé óólílí óómmóóhèhè..
AlekeAleke pay naira twopay naira two move.tomove.to the manthe man
‘‘AlekeAleke paid two naira to the man.’paid two naira to the man.’

c.c. àlèkèàlèkè háéháé ìnáíràìnáírà èváèvá..
AlekeAleke pay naira twopay naira two
‘‘AlekeAleke repaid the two naira.’repaid the two naira.’

d.d. àlèkèàlèkè háéháé vbívbí éélílí ìnáíràìnáírà..
AlekeAleke pay LOC the nairapay LOC the naira
‘‘AlekeAleke paid from the naira.’paid from the naira.’



haehae ósàósà pay takespay takes lili,, double object, uniquely marksdouble object, uniquely marks
benefactivebenefactive in associative complementin associative complement

15a.15a. àlèkèàlèkè háéháé óólílí óómmóóhéhé ósàósà..
AlekeAleke pay the man debtpay the man debt

‘‘AlekeAleke paid the man a debt.’paid the man a debt.’
‘‘AlekeAleke paid his debt to the man.’paid his debt to the man.’

b.b. àlèkèàlèkè háéháé ósàósà lílí óólílí óómmóóhèhè..
AlekeAleke pay debt APP the manpay debt APP the man

‘‘AlekeAleke paid a debt to the man.’paid a debt to the man.’

c.c. àlèkèàlèkè òò óó hàèhàè òsáòsá ísìísì òhíòhí..
AlekeAleke SC C pay debt ASSSC C pay debt ASS OhiOhi

‘‘AlekeAleke is paying a debt for (on behalf of)is paying a debt for (on behalf of) OhiOhi.’.’



mmoommoo has transitive borrow sense, takes source construction,has transitive borrow sense, takes source construction,
but no transitive lend sensebut no transitive lend sense

16a.16a. òjèòjè mmóómmóó óópìàpìà..
OjeOje borrow cutlassborrow cutlass

‘‘OjeOje borrowed a cutlass.’borrowed a cutlass.’

b.b. òjèòjè mmóómmóó óópìàpìà vbívbí óbóbóó ísìísì òhíòhí..
OjeOje borrow cutlass LOC hand ASSborrow cutlass LOC hand ASS OhiOhi

‘‘OjeOje borrowed a cutlass fromborrowed a cutlass from OhiOhi.’.’

c.c. ** òjèòjè mmóómmóó óólìlì óópìàpìà..
OjeOje lend the cutlasslend the cutlass
‘‘OjeOje lent / loaned the cutlass.’lent / loaned the cutlass.’



lili requires lend sense, never allows borrow sense, doublerequires lend sense, never allows borrow sense, double
object requires lend senseobject requires lend sense

17a.17a. òjèòjè mmóómmóó óópìàpìà lílí òhíòhí..
OjeOje lend cutlass APPlend cutlass APP OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje lent / loaned cutlass tolent / loaned cutlass to OhiOhi.’.’

b.b. òjèòjè mmóómmóó òhíòhí óópìàpìà..
OjeOje lendlend OhiOhi cutlasscutlass
‘‘OjeOje lent /loanedlent /loaned OhiOhi a cutlass.’a cutlass.’



Table 6. Communication verbs.Table 6. Communication verbs.
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Many take bidirectionalMany take bidirectional lili hhoonn and unidirectionaland unidirectional vbivbieeee
18a.18a. òjèòjè kpékpé ítànítàn lílí álékéáléké hhòònn..

OjeOje narrate saying APPnarrate saying APP AlekeAleke hearhear
‘‘OjeOje narrated a saying tonarrated a saying to AlekeAleke.’.’

b.b. òjèòjè kpékpé ítànítàn vbívbíéééé àlèkèàlèkè
OjeOje narrate sayingnarrate saying become.apparent.tobecome.apparent.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje conveyed a saying toconveyed a saying to AlekeAleke.’.’

c.c. òjèòjè zzóóóó ìnyìnyèèmìmì lílí álékéáléké hhòònn..
OjeOje recount matter APPrecount matter APP AlekeAleke hearhear
‘‘OjeOje recounted the matter torecounted the matter to AlekeAleke.’.’

d.d. òjèòjè zzóóóó óólìlì ìnyìnyèèmìmì vbívbíéééé álékéáléké..
OjeOje recount the matterrecount the matter become.apparent.tobecome.apparent.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje recounted the matter to / forrecounted the matter to / for AlekeAleke.’.’



Unidirectional sing,Unidirectional sing, vbivbieeee, and bidirectional speak,, and bidirectional speak, lili hhoonn
19a. *19a. * òjèòjè sósó íòòíòò lílí álékéáléké hhòònn..

OjeOje sing song APPsing song APP AlekeAleke hearhear
‘‘OjeOje sang a song tosang a song to AlekeAleke’’

b.b. òjèòjè sósó íòòíòò vbívbíéééé àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje sing songsing song become.apparent.tobecome.apparent.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje sang a song tosang a song to AlekeAleke’’

c.c. òjèòjè tátá étàétà lílí álékéáléké hhòònn..
OjeOje speak word APPspeak word APP AlekeAleke hearhear
‘‘OjeOje spoke tospoke to AlekeAleke’’

d.d. ** òjèòjè tátá étàétà vbívbíéééé àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje speak wordspeak word become.apparent.tobecome.apparent.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje spoke tospoke to AlekeAleke’’



Sing as transitive, noSing as transitive, no detransitivedetransitive, no, no allativeallative yeye, speak type, speak type
20a.20a. òjèòjè sósó íòòíòò..

OjeOje sing songsing song
‘‘OjeOje sang a song.’sang a song.’

b.b. ** òjèòjè sósó vbivbi íòòíòò..
OjeOje sing LOC songsing LOC song
‘‘OjeOje sang from the song.’sang from the song.’

c.c. ** òjèòjè sósó íòòíòò yéyé àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje sing songsing song move.tomove.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje sang a song tosang a song to AlekeAleke.’.’

d.d. òjèòjè tátá étàétà..
OjeOje speak wordspeak word
‘‘OjeOje spoke. /spoke. / OjeOje spoke his words.’spoke his words.’



Table 7. Directed information exchange.Table 7. Directed information exchange.

√√DOC ye CLDOC ye CL

√√DOC ye ALLDOC ye ALL

√√ / *R/ *RDOCDOC

√√rreeee afterafter

√√√√TRANTRAN

√√ye CLye CL

√√ye ALLye ALL
lili

yeye
sendsend

yeye
sendsend

yeye
sendsend



Send, unidirectional message, no response required,Send, unidirectional message, no response required, yeye nono lili
21a.21a. òjèòjè yéyé òhíòhí yéyé àlèkèàlèkè..

OjeOje sendsend OhiOhi move.tomove.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje sentsent OhiOhi toto AlekeAleke.’.’

b.b. òjèòjè yéyé úhùnmìúhùnmì yéyé àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje send messagesend message move.tomove.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje sent a message tosent a message to AlekeAleke.’.’

c.c. ** òjèòjè yéyé òhíòhí lílí àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje sendsend OhiOhi APPAPP AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje sentsent OhiOhi toto AlekeAleke.’.’

d.d. ** òjèòjè yéyé úhùnmìúhùnmì lílí àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje send message APPsend message APP AlekeAleke

‘‘OjeOje sent a message tosent a message to AlekeAleke.’.’



Send is transitive with human noun theme, not withSend is transitive with human noun theme, not with
metonymic nounmetonymic noun úhùnmìúhùnmì, but change of location, but change of location yeye

22a.22a. òjèòjè yéyé òhíòhí..
OjeOje sendsend OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje sentsent OhiOhi.’.’

b. *b. * òjèòjè yéyé úhùnmìúhùnmì..
OjeOje send messagesend message
‘‘OjeOje sent message.’sent message.’

c.c. òjèòjè yéyé òhíòhí yéyé áfúzéáfúzé'.'.
OjeOje sendsend OhiOhi move.tomove.to AfuzeAfuze
‘‘OjeOje sentsent OhiOhi toto AfuzeAfuze.’.’



BidirectionalBidirectional yeye rreeee, expect return message, from follow verb, expect return message, from follow verb
23a.23a. òjòjèè yyéé òhòhíí rréééé ààllèèkkèè..

OjeOje sendsend OhiOhi afterafter AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje sentsent OhiOhi afterafter AlekeAleke..’’

b.b. òjòjèè yyéé úúhhùùnmnmìì rréééé ààllèèkkèè..
OjeOje send message aftersend message after AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje sent a message aftersent a message after AlekeAleke..’’

c.c. òjòjèè òò óó rrèèkhkhààèènn òhòhíí..
OjeOje SC CSC C follow.afterfollow.after OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje is followingis following OhiOhi..’’

d.d. óójjéé óó òò rréééé òò vbvbíí ééttáá ííssìì ììnynyóó óóìì..
OjeOje SC H follow CL LOC word ASS mother hisSC H follow CL LOC word ASS mother his
‘‘OjeOje adheres to his mother's words.adheres to his mother's words.’’



Unidirectional send, double object with instrument notUnidirectional send, double object with instrument not
recipient,recipient, allativeallative yeye, location change, location change yeye,,

24a.24a. òjèòjè yéyé òhíòhí úhùnmìúhùnmì..
OjeOje sendsend OhiOhi messagemessage
‘‘OjeOje sentsent OhiOhi on an errand / with a message.’on an errand / with a message.’

b.b. ** òjèòjè yéyé àlèkèàlèkè òhíòhí..
OjeOje sendsend AlekeAleke OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje sentsent AlekeAleke toto OhiOhi.’.’

c.c. òjèòjè yéyé òhíòhí úhùnmìúhùnmì yéyé àlèkèàlèkè..
OjeOje sendsend OhiOhi messagemessage move.tomove.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje sentsent OhiOhi on an errand toon an errand to AlekeAleke.’.’

d.d. òjèòjè yéyé òhíòhí úhùnmìúhùnmì yéyé áfúzéáfúzé'.'.
OjeOje sendsend OhiOhi messagemessage move.tomove.to AfuzeAfuze
‘‘OjeOje sentsent OhiOhi on an errand toon an errand to AfuzeAfuze.’.’



Table 8. Demonstration and instruction verb.Table 8. Demonstration and instruction verb.

√√rree INSTINST

√√DOCDOC
TRANTRAN

√√rree éégbgbèè

√√rree ØØ

√√rree NPNP
ye ALLye ALL
lili

vbivbieeee
appearappear

vbivbieeee
proveprove

vbivbieeee
teachteach

vbivbieeee
showshow



Verb series and double object contrast for show and teachVerb series and double object contrast for show and teach
25a.25a. òjèòjè rréé óólílí ébèébè vbívbíéééé àlèkèàlèkè..

OjeOje take the booktake the book become.apparent.tobecome.apparent.to AlekeAleke
‘‘OjeOje showed the book toshowed the book to AlekeAleke.’.’

b.b. òjèòjè vbívbíéééé álékéáléké óólílí ébèébè..
OjeOje make.apparent.tomake.apparent.to AlekeAleke the bookthe book
‘‘OjeOje taughttaught AlekeAleke the book.’the book.’

c.c. òjèòjè rrèè óólìlì ìsìsóòóòmùmù vbívbíéééé òhíòhí..
OjeOje take the arithmetictake the arithmetic become.apparent.tobecome.apparent.to OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje made the arithmetic apparent tomade the arithmetic apparent to OhiOhi.’.’

d.d. òjèòjè vbívbíéééé òhíòhí ìsìsóòóòmùmù..
OjeOje make.apparent.tomake.apparent.to OhiOhi arithmeticarithmetic
‘‘OjeOje taughttaught OhiOhi arithmetic.’arithmetic.’



Teach double object takes instrumentTeach double object takes instrument rree, DO collocation limits, DO collocation limits
26a.26a. òjèòjè rréé óólìlì ìtànìtàn vbívbíéééé òhíòhí èèwàìnwàìn..

OjeOje take the sayingtake the saying make.apparent.tomake.apparent.to OhiOhi wisdomwisdom
‘‘OjeOje used the saying to teachused the saying to teach OhiOhi wisdom.’wisdom.’

b.b. òjèòjè rréé óólílí óópìàpìà híánhíán érànéràn..
OjeOje take the cutlass cut treestake the cutlass cut trees

‘‘OjeOje used the cutlass to cut trees.’used the cutlass to cut trees.’
‘‘OjeOje cut the trees with a cutlass.’cut the trees with a cutlass.’

c.c. òjèòjè rréé úháóbìúháóbì vbívbíéééé òhíòhí..
OjeOje taketake poison.arrowpoison.arrow become.apparent.tobecome.apparent.to OhiOhi
‘‘OjeOje showed the poison arrow toshowed the poison arrow to OhiOhi.’.’



Verb series for prove, no DO,Verb series for prove, no DO,
cognitive state change withcognitive state change with égbèégbè DODO

27a.27a. émíémí lílí ójéójé úú--ìì rréé vbívbíéééé khíkhí óóíáíá lìlì òòbèbè óòóò..
thing Rthing R OjeOje dodo--F take show IND person R bad beF take show IND person R bad be
‘The thing‘The thing OjeOje did proved that he’s a bad person.’did proved that he’s a bad person.’

b.b. úúéééénn ísìísì òjèòjè rréé vbívbíéééé khíkhí óìóì óòóò..
behavior ASSbehavior ASS OjeOje take show IND thief betake show IND thief be
‘‘Oje’sOje’s behavior proved that he was a thief.’behavior proved that he was a thief.’

c.c. àlèkèàlèkè rréé égbèégbè vbívbíéééé..
AlekeAleke take bodytake body become.apparentbecome.apparent
‘‘AlekeAleke appeared.’appeared.’

d.d. àlèkèàlèkè rréé égbèégbè vbívbíéééé ívbíáívbíá óóìì..
AlekeAleke take bodytake body become.apparent.tobecome.apparent.to children herchildren her

‘‘AlekeAleke appeared to her children.’appeared to her children.’



Table 9. Recipient marking by verb class.Table 9. Recipient marking by verb class.

√√√√ / * R/ * R√√√√DOCDOC

√√rreeee

√√√√vbivbieeee

√√√√√√√√ye ALLye ALL

√√lili hhoonn

√√√√lili

TEACHTEACHSHOWSHOWSENDSENDCOGN /COGN /
COMMCOMM

COMCOM
TRANTRAN

BALLBALL
MOTMOT

MANMAN
MOTMOT
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